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This activity is designed to help the public learn how to recognize different whales based on observable 
characteristics and behaviors.  
 
Directions: In front of each player there should be five numbered collages. Each collage is of a specific 
type of cetacean (whale or dolphin) and demonstrates distinct characteristics about that species of 
whale or dolphin in the images. Players must start at question one and follow the answers to the next 
question. Use the questions to figure out the characteristics of the whales presented in the collages and 
figure out the whales’ common names, which are listed on the back of each collage.  
 

 

Questions: 
 

1. Is this whale close in size to a school bus? 
a. Yes, go to question 2. 
b. No, go to question 3. 

 
2. Is this whale depicted with its fluke (tail) out of the water? 

a. Yes, go to question 4.   
b. No, go to question 3. 

 
3. Does this whale have teeth? 

a. Yes, go to question 5.   
b. No, go to question 4. 

 
4. Does this whale have folds of skin on its chin and belly (throat grooves) similar in appearance to 

an accordion? 
a. Yes, go to question 6. 
b. No, go to question 5.   

 
5. Does the whale have a long nose-like a beak? 

a. Yes, go to question 6. 
b. No, go to question 7. 

 
6. Does this whale have a dorsal (back) fin? 

a. Yes, go to question 9.         
b. No, go to question 7.    

  
7. Does this whale have a rounded hump on its back instead of a pronounced fin?  

a. Yes, go to question 8. 
b. No, go to question 9.  

 
8. Does this whale have a square-shaped head? 

a. Yes, go to question 11. 
b. No, go to question 10. 

 
9. Does the whale have a noticeable three tone color pattern along its side? 

a. Yes, turn over collage #4.  
b. No, go to question 10.  
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10. Does this whale look like it has an upside-down smile? 

a. Yes, go to question 12.  
b. No, go to question 13. 

 
11. Does the skin of the whale appear wrinkled? 

a. Yes, go to question 12. 
b. No, go to question 13. 

 
12. Does this whale’s spout come out at a 45 degree angle? 

a. Yes, turn over collage # 5.  
b. No, go to question 13.  

 
13. Does this whale have white patches (looks like a chain of islands) on its chin and/or top of the 

head? 
a. Yes, go to question 14. 
b. No, go to question 15.  

 
14. Does this whale have a spout that comes out v-shaped? 

a. Yes, turn over collage #3.  
b. No, go to question 15.  

 
15. Does this whale have long, knobby pectoral flippers/fins? 

a. Yes, go to question 16.               
b. No, go to question 18.  

 
16. Are there round, black lumps (tubercles) on the head of this whale? 

a. Yes, go to question 17. 
b. No, go to question 18.  

 
17. Does the whale’s fluke (tail) have distinct shading and/or coloring? 

a. Yes, turn over collage # 1. 
b. No, go to question 19.  

 
18. Does this whale have a long, torpedo-shaped body? 

a. Yes, go to question 19. 
b. No, go back to question 2.  

 
19. Does this whale have a dorsal fin located closer to its tail than its head? 

a. Yes, go to question 20.  
b. No, go to question 3.  

 
20. Does this whale have a lighter colored jawline on one side than the other? 

a. Yes, turn over collage # 2.  
b. No, then re-start at question 1.  



SCALE 

Collage 1 

All images © Whale and Dolphin Conservation 



Humpback Whale (Megaptera novaeangliae) 

 

Adult Length: 40-50 ft   Newborn Length: 12-15 ft 
 
Adult Weight: 25-40 tons  Newborn Weight: 1 ton 
 
Feeds via: Baleen, gulp feeding, bubble netting 
 
Distribution: Global, except Arctic Ocean 
 
Notable Features: Longest flippers of all whale species, 
Large knobs on head known as tubercles 

 

North Atlantic Right Whale Consortium Education Committee 
Permission is given to reproduce this page for educational purposes only ©2018 



SCALE 

Collage 2 

All images © Whale and Dolphin Conservation 

©Lucy Molleson/WDC 



Fin Whale (Balaenoptera physalus) 
 

Adult Length: 78-88 ft    Newborn Length: 14-20 ft 
 
Adult Weight: 50-70 tons  Newborn Weight: 2 tons 
 
Feeds via: Baleen, gulp feeding  
 
Distribution: Global, except polar regions   
 
Notable Features: Second biggest of all whales, right  
side of head has two-toned coloration 
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SCALE 

New England Aquarium rightwhales.neaq.org 

Brian J. Skerry, National Geographic Creative  
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Collage 3 



North Atlantic Right Whale (Eubalaena glacialis) 

 

Adult Length: 45-50 ft    Newborn Length: 12-15 ft 
 
Adult Weight: 50-80 tons  Newborn Weight: 1 ton 
 
Feeds via: Baleen, skim feeding  
 
Distribution: North Atlantic Ocean   
 
Notable Features: Large bumps, called callosities are 
found on the head, each pattern is unique to that 
animal 
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Collage 4 

Photo by Justin Hart - CW Azores 

Whale and Dolphin Conservation 

Whale and Dolphin Conservation Whale and Dolphin Conservation 

Whale and Dolphin Conservation  
(under NOAA stranding authorization) 



Common Dolphin (Delphinus delphis) 
 

Adult Length: 7.5-8.5 ft       Newborn Length: 2.5 ft 
 
Adult Weight: 250-300 lbs.  Newborn Weight: 20-25 lbs. 
 
Feeds via: Echolocation, teeth 
 
Distribution: Coastal, tropical and warm-temperate waters
  
 
Notable Features: Most elaborate color pattern of any 
cetacean (whale, dolphin or porpoise) 
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Alaska Whale Foundation 

NOAA 

Alaska Whale Foundation 

Collage 5 



Sperm Whale (Physeter macrocephalus) 

 
Adult Length: Male 62 ft, Fem. 38 ft      Newborn Length: 14-20 ft 
 
Adult Weight: Male 40-45 tons, Fem. 14 tons Newborn Wt: 2 tons 
 
Feeds via: Echolocation, teeth 
 
Distribution: Global, except polar regions   
 
Notable Features: Enormous rectangular head, largest toothed  
predator on the planet, wrinkled skin, s-shaped blowhole 
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